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LAUNCH OF SEASON 2 OF THE SAILING SQUAD  
WITH AN ALL-FEMALE TEAM ABOARD A HIGH-TECH  
FOILING BOAT 

Geneva, 27 April 2022 – Following on from the first series of the Sailing Squad in 2021, 
Mirabaud announces the launch of the second season with a ‘flying boat’ and new part-
ners to support this compelling human and sporting adventure. Broadcast across four 
episodes from 2 to 15 June, four young international women sailors and a double-Olympic 
medallist coach will join forces to participate in the Bol d’Or Mirabaud.

Following the success of the first series of the Sailing Squad, Mirabaud is extremely pleased to expand its 
range of partners, with the support of Hublot, Forward Wip and the Société Nautique de Genève yacht club.

The new partners and the all-female composition of the team are not the only surprises in store in the second 
season of the Sailing Squad: there is also the use of a monohull foiler – the Persico 69F - a high-tech yacht 
inspired by the ‘flying boats’ used in the America’s Cup.

The Sailing Squad is a mini-series filmed before and during the Bol d’Or Mirabaud, and was created by Mira-
baud in 2021 to celebrate the return of the Bol d’Or Mirabaud after a year’s absence due to the pandemic, 
as well as to spread the word about the world’s largest inland regatta beyond the shores of Lake Geneva, and 
to allow young hopefuls from the nautical world to participate together under the watchful eye of a renowned 
sports coach.

The format of the second season is similar, with the participants and their coach followed by a camera crew to 
tell the story of their adventure. The series of four episodes, broadcast on various digital channels, will cover 
their first meeting, experience as a team during training and team-building activities, the team’s participation 
in the Bol d’Or Mirabaud, and then a debrief after the race. 

The coach for the first two seasons of the Sailing Squad, the sailor Shirley Robertson, is the first British woman 
to have won two consecutive Olympic gold medals (in 2000 and 2004) in the Europe and Yngling class. Now 
a renowned Broadcaster, she is also a highly sought-after coach. 
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https://www.mirabaud.com/en/mirabaud-group/partnerships/sailing-water-sports/bol-dor-mirabaud/the-sailing-squad-bol-dor-mirabaud-2021
https://www.mirabaud.com/en/mirabaud-group/partnerships/sailing-water-sports/bol-dor-mirabaud/the-sailing-squad-bol-dor-mirabaud-2022


The 2022 Sailing Squad
This second season brings together four promising young women sailors, all of whom have competed at inter-
national level and have world rankings:

• Francesca Bergamo, 25, Italy 
• Amanda Björk-Anastassov, 20, Sweden and Switzerland 
• Daniela Moroz, 21, USA
• Odile Van Aanholt, 24, Netherlands 

Like the Mirabaud Group, the success of the Sailing Squad crew is based on the transmission of knowledge 
and the trust between the various members of the team. Nicolas Mirabaud, Managing Partner of Mirabaud & 
Cie, describes the approach: ‘In creating this concept, we wanted to offer young talented sailors an original 
nautical challenge as well as exceptional coaching, with a view to participating in the Bol d’Or Mirabaud, a 
race that we have been sponsoring for more than 15 years. It is a human and sporting adventure, based on 
the values of passion, entrepreneurship and team spirit. For this second series of the Sailing Squad, we are 
delighted to have brought together four young women sailors and to have them competing on a foiling boat. 
The first training sessions on this high-tech yacht have been very promising and we look forward to seeing how 
this talented group fares in the Bol d’Or Mirabaud’.

Shirley Robertson discusses her role as coach: ‘Each edition is a challenge because these young sailors are very 
competitive in their own disciplines. They will have to learn to sail as a strong team in a short amount of time. 
It is an exciting challenge in both human and sailing terms. This team-building experience is very rewarding for 
the whole team. It is based on the exchange of knowledge and sailing techniques, a shared passion, and a 
great motivation to succeed together. I have confidence the 2022 team will also bring the best of their talent 
and skill to this exciting event’.

The team meeting and the first technical and team-building sessions took place in Valencia in April 2022. 
In June, the young sailors and their coach will meet in Geneva before the Bol d’Or Mirabaud, for a training 
sessions to prepare for the event. On 11 June 2022, the team will be on the starting line on the Persico 69F. 

The four episodes of Season 2 of the Sailing Squad, preceded by a teaser, will be broadcast in June 2022: 

• Teaser: 30 May
• Episode 1: 2 June
• Episode 2: 6 June
• Episode 3: 10 June
• Episode 4: 15 June

Ricardo Guadalupe, CEO of Hublot, commented on the company’s support for the 2022 Sailing Squad: ‘Hublot 
and sailing is a story that goes back to the very creation of Hublot in 1980, with the iconic design of a ship’s 
porthole with a large bezel and twelve decorative screws. Hublot has been the partner of the Bol d’Or Mirabaud 
since 2012. Bringing together experienced sailors competing against each other, against the wind, but also 
against themselves, this race perfectly encapsulates the Hublot philosophy. And this year, one boat in particular 
is going to be at the centre of the competition for us, the Sailing Squad. The rules are being shaken up and 
there is a new sense of innovation on board the new Persico 69F, with its international team composed of four 
women sailors. Hublot is once again taking to the high seas and demonstrating its love of human adventure’.
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The Persico 69F – a monohull foiler, the latest-generation high-tech sailing boat
The Persico 69F is a one-design carbon fibre foiling monohull measuring 6.9 metres in length. The racing boat, 
built by an Italian shipyard, is inspired by the flying yachts that compete in the illustrious America’s Cup, and 
has therefore been nicknamed ‘the pathway to the America’s Cup’. 

Under the guidance of a skilled crew, the boat has racks rather than trapezes for easier manoeuvres and safer 
boat handling, V-shaped lifting foils and a T-shaped rudder, and 40 m2 (78 m2 downwind) of sail to propel 
only 350 kg of boat weight plus another 270 kg of crew.

Sailing a foiling boat allows you to skim over the surface of the water and reach speeds of up to 30 knots (a 
record of 34.9 knots for the 69F). It is a very stable boat, which requires extreme precision at the helm and 
perfect coordination of manoeuvres. Team spirit and perfect execution from each sailor are essential for coach 
Shirley Robertson to lead the crew to victory.

Bol d’Or Mirabaud
The Bol d’Or Mirabaud is the largest inland regatta in the world. Launched in 1939, it plays host to monohulls 
and multihulls every year on Lake Geneva in Switzerland. More than 500 boats will compete on the theoret-
ical 123-kilometre (66.5 nautical miles) course from Geneva to Le Bouveret, and back. The 2022 Bol d’Or 
Mirabaud will take place from 10 to 12 June.

The regatta features a number of challenges: the large number of boats at the start, the unpredictable mountain 
winds, as well as the duration of the race, which starts early in the morning and often ends after nightfall.

The first woman to win the Bol d’Or was Riquette Thévand, in 1944, and it was not until 2010 that it was 
again won by a woman, Dona Bertarelli. To encourage women to get involved in the world of sailing, Mira-
baud is supporting an all-female team in its second edition of ‘The Sailing Squad’ this year. The Group has 
also committed to supporting Anaëlle Pattusch, the youngest Swiss sailor to cross the Atlantic single-handed.

For more information: www.boldormirabaud.ch

Switzerland  |  United Kingdom  |  Luxembourg  |  France  |  Spain  |  Italy
Canada  |  United Arab Emirates  |  Brazil  |  Uruguay



The Mirabaud Group
The Mirabaud Group was founded in Geneva in 1819. With its four core values of Independence, Conviction, 
Responsibility and Passion, it has grown over the years into an international group offering its clients personalised 
financial services and advice in various areas of activity. Its expertise lies in Wealth Management (portfolio 
management, investment advice and services for independent asset managers), Asset Management (institutional 
management, fund management and distribution) and highly specialised Corporate Finance services (equity 
research, corporate advisory, capital markets and execution).

Mirabaud has always been strongly committed to responsibility and sustainability. This is reflected in its 
interactions with clients, employees and society as a whole. As a signatory of the United Nations Principles for 
Responsible Investment (PRI) since 2010, Mirabaud has the highest rating in this area thanks to its governance 
and its committed global strategy. 

The Group employs around 700 staff and has offices in Switzerland (Geneva, Basel and Zurich), Europe (London, 
Luxembourg, Paris, Madrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Seville and Milan) and the rest of the world (Montreal, Dubai, 
Abu Dhabi, Montevideo and São Paulo). 

For more information, please visit our website: www.mirabaud.com

HUBLOT
Founded in Switzerland in 1980, Hublot is defined by its innovation, which began with the highly original com-
bination of gold and rubber. This “Art of Fusion” stems from the imagination of its visionary Honorary Chairman, 
Jean-Claude Biver, and has been driven forward by CEO Ricardo Guadalupe since 2012. 

The release of the iconic, multi-award-winning Big Bang in 2005 paved the way for new flagship collections 
(Classic Fusion, Spirit of Big Bang), with complications ranging from the simple to the highly sophisticated, 
establishing the extraordinary DNA of the Swiss watchmaking house and ensuring its impressive growth. 

Keen to preserve its traditional and cutting-edge expertise, and guided by its philosophy to “Be First, Different 
and Unique”, the Swiss watchmaker is consistently ahead of the curve, through its innovations in materials 
(scratch-resistant Magic Gold, ceramics in vibrant colours, sapphire), and the creation of Manufacture move-
ments (Unico, Meca-10, Tourbillon). 

Hublot is fully committed to creating a Haute Horlogerie brand with a visionary future: a future which is fused 
with the key events of our times (FIFA World CupTM, UEFA Champions League, UEFA EUROTM) and the finest 
ambassadors our era has to offer (Chiara Ferragni, Pelé, Kylian Mbappé, Usain Bolt, Novak Djokovic). 

Discover the Hublot universe at our network of boutiques located in key cities across the globe: Geneva, Paris, 
London, New York, Hong Kong, Dubai, Tokyo, Singapore, Zurich and at HUBLOT.com
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La Société Nautique de Genève
Fondée en 1872, la Société Nautique de Genève (SNG) se consacre à la promotion et au développement des 
sports nautiques. Plus grand club sportif de Suisse, elle compte aujourd’hui plus de 4’200 membres répartis 
dans quatre sections : Hélice, Aviron, Yachting Léger et Cercle de la Voile. La SNG est le seul club européen à 
avoir remporté deux fois l’America’s Cup. Elle sera à nouveau représentée en 2024 sous les couleurs d’Alinghi 
Red Bull Racing.

Le Cercle de la Voile (CVSNG) est responsable de l’organisation du Bol d’Or Mirabaud, la plus importante 
régate au monde disputée sur un lac. Fondé en 1939, le BOM réunit plus de 500 participants chaque année 
sur un parcours qui mène de Genève au Bouveret et retour, soit 123 km.

Pour plus d’informations: www.nautique.ch

Forward WIP
Since its creation in 2015, Forward WIP has made its name in the world of foiling on water, the new queen 
discipline that has revolutionized competitive and amateur sailing.

Flying on the water at over 60 km/h offers new sensations and ever-higher performance. The need of protection 
at these speeds is obvious, as falls can lead to serious trauma.

Swiss Based company Forward WIP has become the undisputed leader in water sport protective equipment for 
all disciplines (Class America, Sail GP, Kite foil, Wing foil…).

The reputation has been forged thanks to the quality and relevance of our products which are used by a long 
list of professional athletes!

Being at the forefront requires constant questioning. Our team of engineers, riders, and testers gather the skills 
and passion required to develop the products of the future.

Our mission is to offer optimal protection for both professionals and amateurs, freeing their mind to go beyond 
their limits to progress and perform.

For more information: www.forward-wip.com/fr/wip
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